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A MESSAGE FROM NATIONAL PASS

We are extremely pleased to award the PASS Student of the Year Scholarship.
Thank you to participating member states, Bob Lynch, Brenda Pessin and the
NPCC Committee for making this possible.
Each student is briefly described using narrative information submitted by the
nominating school personnel. Student essays are shared as written for all who
were nominated. Permission has been granted for both the essay and photo to
appear in this issue of Success Stories.
PASS (Portable Assisted Study Sequence) is a nationally recognized program offering mobile middle and
high school students, and other deserving populations, an alternative means of earning full or partial
academic course credits or building educational skills.
With PASS, a student works semi-independently with the assistance of a mentor/instructor who meets or
is in contact with the student on a regular basis. The curriculum consists of learner-centered materials
developed specifically for PASS, which include current teaching strategies to address a variety of learning
styles. While designed to meet rigorous learning standards, consideration is given to the needs of nonnative English speakers. The flexibility and adaptability allow for a variety of delivery models where
students can undertake courses at their own pace in any type of setting.
Each semester packet consists of five study units complete with unit tests; a student needing only partial
credit for a semester course, or who is seeking a way to strengthen specific skills, can complete only the
units necessary instead of the entire course. Each unit equals approximately twelve to eighteen hours of
instruction. If a student successfully completes an entire semester packet, he/she is eligible for ½
Carnegie credit or state equivalent. With the cooperation of school counselors and administrators, a
student can begin a course in one location and complete it in another.
The credibility of the PASS program is maintained at all levels of its development and use. Courses are
developed by education specialists and certified teachers with expertise in the relevant subject areas.
Program staff assesses each student’s needs to determine appropriate courses. Student work is
monitored and tests are administered and evaluated by trained staff. Credit is awarded by the districts
for successfully completed work. The standards-based curriculum meets the requirements of national
and state organizations. Ongoing course updates and revisions assure the quality and currency of
curriculum.
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2020-2021 National PASS Student of the Year
VICTORIA PINEDA-NAVA
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CONGRATULATIONS!
National PASS is pleased to award Victoria a $2000
scholarship; $500 per full time semester over 2 years.
VICTORIA PINEDA-NAVA
Mulberry Senior High School
Mulberry, Florida
Victoria has limited access to the internet and a very busy life- with many responsibilities in her home. PASS gave her the
flexibility to work on the courses when she was able to. My life has been blessed by this young woman. Victoria has live
in a migrant camp since I have known her. She works very, very hard to achieve her goals, but also helps others any
time she can. She works in the fields and at a Mexican stand to help her family financially, but still finds a way to get her
work done. She is positive, kind and determined. Victoria hasn’t had much recognition- her family usually leaves early in
the year and she isn’t around for award ceremonies. She is an outstanding person and an example of why we need
programs like PASS.
-Dani Higgins, Migrant Interventionist

Being from a family that moves regularly to work, staying on track to graduate
has been tough. I was born in Mexico and arrived in the United States when I
was only two years old. Florida has always been my home state. As the
daughter of migrant farmworkers, I travel to Georgia and Michigan for work in
the summers. My family and I usually migrate to Georgia at the end of April to
pick blueberries since the work options for farmer’s aren’t many in Florida in the
summer. We also migrate to Michigan to continue picking blueberries to earn a
bit more money to support our family of seven. In mid-September, we return to
Florida to start school for the year. Here in Florida, my family and I mostly pick
strawberries or work for hours in the fields. Since I can remember, this has
always been the routine we follow every year. All of our moves have made it
difficult for me to keep up in school. No matter what happens my goal is to be
the first in my family to graduate from high school.
During my sophomore year, I had to migrate to Georgia to pick blueberries. I
left during the second semester of the school year which complicated my credits
to graduate from school. PASS has helped me out so much this year. PASS
gave me the opportunity to earn credit for English 2 class and my history class
which I recently completed. Therefore, the chance that PASS has given me of
doing those classes online has given me the opportunity to take other classes
from my school to reach my credits and explore many new subjects. It gave me
the opportunity to not stress over the situation that I was in and allowed me to
have more time to apply for schools, scholarships, and my classes. Eventually,
my goal is to become a neonatal nurse to have a comfortable and better life than
my parents have had as they have always told me to have. PASS has given me,
and other migrant students, the opportunity to not be held back by life’s
circumstances, but to have a way to succeed.
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National PASS Scholarship Semi-Finalist

JASMIN LUCATERO
Minto High School
Minto, North Dakota
PASS has given Jasmin the opportunity to stay caught up in her classes. She has used the PASS program to help her
work on her academics so she is at the level of her peers. PASS has allowed Jasmin the opportunity to stay caught up
with her classes.
- Amanda Fuller, Migrant Coordinator

My first year of migrating was in first grade. In the winter of 2009, my family and I migrated from North
Dakota to California. When I returned to North Dakota in the spring, I was excited to return to school;
however, it was difficult seeing everyone else ahead of me. I was very confused about what we were
learning. Once we migrated back from California, my parents decided to migrate every year in November.
We would usually return around January or February. Both of my parents worked long and hard hours in the
fields, planting, growing and harvesting crops such as wheat, beans, oats, beets and potatoes. This year, I
haven’t migrated because my dad was diagnoses with COVID in November. The last migration that we had
was back in 2019; due to COVID-19, we had to come back in early January 2020.
As I began my high school year, it started to get difficult to learn everything that I missed. During the
summer, I attended Manvel Migrant School. While attending this school there was a program called PASS.
PASS has been very beneficial for me because Mrs. Wohlgamuth inspired me to earn the credits that I
missed. If I didn’t have the opportunity to be in the PASS program, I would not have received my credits
and it would have been a lot more difficult to catch up. I remember one time, when she would always push
me to get things done, and also on how she helped me with every single credit. Thanks to my PASS
teacher, I can graduate with enough credits. While working hard to get my credits, staff members from
Manvel Migrant School have provided me with so much support. Ever since my freshman year, Mrs.
Wohlgamuth was and is my motivation to keep working hard and achieve the goals that I have planned for
my future.
Being the first generation in my family to graduate from high school, I realized through PASS that my
education is very important. Unfortunately, my parents didn’t have the same outlook for education;
therefore, they only completed their freshman year of high school. Also, as the oldest of four siblings, I
have the opportunity to set a strong example for them. My family is unable to provide me with financial
support. This scholarship will help me further my education and make it more affordable.
My goal is to attend college at North Dakota State University. I want to study criminal justice and political
science. I want to become a highway patrol officer and provide help to others. During my senior year in
college, I will do an internship with North Dakota Highway Patrol. Studying criminology can help me see the
world and hopefully try to make a portion of it a safer and better place.
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Leonel Camacho Nuñez
Southridge High School
Kennewick, Washington

Leonel works with his dad during school breaks. Otherwise, he is in school trying to complete his high school diploma to
graduate and become an electrician. Had it not been for PASS, Leonel would have to attend high school an additional
year.
- Elida Rodriguez, Migrant Graduation Specialist

One of the biggest challenges was moving from my country to the United States. This was one of the most
difficult challenges for me because I had to leave my family and friendships behind and get to a country
where I didn’t understand the language. When my parents enrolled me at school I was afraid because I
didn’t know anyone nor did I speak English because I had just arrived from Mexico. That was a very
difficult part, because in my first year I was assigned all teachers who spoke pure English. All the subjects
were very difficult for me and I had to seek help if I didn’t want to fail. When I returned home from school
I would study the rest of the afternoon because I wanted to understand as much as possible of the subjects
so when I returned to school the next day, it wouldn’t be difficult for me. I also began to do research in the
books from the school library and the internet to see if I could find anything that could help me and I also
asked my teachers. Truthfully, I really wanted to finish all my subjects with good grades because I want to
continue studying a college career, that’s why I’m putting all the effort into classes right now.
When I walked in, I didn’t know anything about the requirements for me to graduate. I met Mrs. Rodriguez
who supported me to do what I needed and take the necessary subjects to be able to get the necessary
credits. She also helped me to get credit for my Mexican grades. She told me a lot about PASS, which was
a way to get credits. The first subject I ordered was Health in Spanish. I remember that I was scolded a lot
to finish the packages, but that helped me motivate myself and do my part. When my Mexican credits
finally got fixed, I had to change with Mrs. Schneider. Between the two of them, they helped a lot. I
remember when I had to take the United States History and Government class because I didn’t know
anything about this country. But the two teachers helped me for example to better understand the subject
and to be able to complete them on time and the most important thing is that the two speak Spanish and
advised me a lot and that motivated me to move forward because I wanted to finish all my classes and
graduate on time and the only way I was going to achieve it was by finishing the classes through PASS.
The influential people were Mrs. Rodriguez and Schnieder. When I studied PASS I got a lot of support from
them. They help you solve problems you don’t understand, so you can continue your subject matter and
complete it. They motivated me and helped me so I could keep doing my jobs and pass my subjects. I also
got a lot of support from my parents who always want the best for me. They want me to keep studying so
I don’t have to suffer just like them. That’s why they came to the United States. To give our family a
better chance at life. My educational goal is to continue studying so one day I’ll be an electrician. I know
I’ll have a lot of barriers to overcome for lack of papers. That’s why I chose to be at Tri-Tech this year and
learned a lot about the career of an electrician and it defined that this is what I would like to do. I plan to
enroll in the CBC after I graduate. I’ll find a way to receive scholarships and I’ll also work to be able to
attend. I do not plan on leaving my goals.
5

Rafael Alejandre
Kofa High School
Yuma, Arizona

The PASS program helped Rafael accomplish credits for early graduation. He came from Mexico in 2018 and was
frustrated because he wouldn’t graduate on time due to credit deficiency. Thanks to PASS, he made up those credits and
became more passionate about school.
-Michelle Garcia, Migrant Advisor

My Dreams Came True
Since I was little, my parents encouraged me to take education very seriously and take every opportunity on
my way for a better future. I was not the best or dedicated student, but I always wanted to learn something
new. I had in mind that you have to give your best no matter how smart you are to succeed in school. For
most of the years, I studied in Mexico from kindergarten to high school. I always had this dedication to
school because I believe no matter what country you learn in, you have to give your best in your classes.
My motivation to succeed in school has always been my parents because they do everything for me to not
struggle in life. The best way to pay them is by studying and preparing myself to have a better future.
My first years of high school were in Mexico; I honestly like it. I was doing good, getting good grades, and
preparing myself for graduation. I had a few teachers that were very strict in some assignments, some
classes were challenging, but in the end, everything was going to be worth it. I had one year left to
graduate from high school in Mexico when my parents decided to come to the United States. It was very
frustrating because I lost my years of education, graduation and friends. At the moment, I knew this
change would be hard because I did not speak English, I was in SEI classes, and I was placed in 9th grade
when I was supposed to be in 11th. I was starting from the beginning. This change made me stronger and
more dedicated to my classes because I have always given the best of myself, and language is not a barrier
to accomplishing my dreams.
After a time in school, I found out about the PASS program and all the benefits we get from it. This
program made me realize that I can accomplish my goal of graduating early: this made my hopes and
dreams stronger. Thanks to this program, I will be able to go to college early and start working on my
career. Honestly, all the frustration that I had because I was not going to graduate early went away with
this program’s help. I put twice the dedication and effort into my classes because I want to become
successful in my life decisions. This program also helped me be responsible for every task, working
independently; these skills will benefit me in college for upcoming assignments and projects.
My parents are my biggest supporters, and I know that the only way to pay them all their sacrifices is to
educate myself I am going to college, earning my degree, and having a better future. Education is one of
the most important ways to succeed in life because as you get a higher education, the chances to have a
good job are bigger. A scholarship will help me finish my studies and prove that I always accomplish my
goals, no matter what obstacles I am facing.
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Luis Santillan

San Luis High School
San Luis, Arizona

The PASS program has helped my son by giving him an opportunity to study nursing. It has also helped him to keep on
working on his classes while he was in Salinas, California.
- Elba Santillan, Mother

I was a junior at San Luis High School when I heard about this program that allowed me to work towards
the required credits needed for graduation while I kept on studying nursing. Nursing is the career field that I
want to major in, and I believe that PASS has helped me realize this. Not only has PASS helped me realize
what I want to pursue, but it has also allowed me to devote more to HOSA Nursing and participate in
extracurricular activities that benefitted the club. I have always been thankful for the opportunities that I
have been introduced to, and the only lingering thought in my mind is what did I not know about PASS at
an earlier stage?
I had always wanted to pursue a career in the medical field, but I did not know what area interested me the
most. The influences that drove this decision had to deal with traumas that I experienced at an early age.
Either from the car accident that my dad was involved in, to the time I had an open wound on my leg, these
all helped shape my love for the science behind human anatomy and health care. While I selected my
classes for my junior year, my counselor commented about a nursing class with available seats. I, of course,
took the opportunity, but with this opportunity came a minor conflict. I was still going to need my
Government and Economics credit to graduate, but I could not sign up for these classes because I already
had a full schedule. This was when my counselor introduced the idea of taking the nursing course but
completing the Government and Economics courses through PASS. My devotion to the medical field
overtook the idea of this being too much schoolwork for me.
I realize that becoming a Family Nurse Practitioner was the end goal for me throughout the nursing course.
Along with the CNA course at San Luis High School, I attended the University of Arizona’s Med-Start
Program. December 9th, 2020 was our school’s testing date, and it was the day that marked the start of my
nursing career. I was able to pass my CNA exam, all thanks to PASS for allowing me to take this class in
the first place. As of January14th, 2021, my father was hospitalized and diagnosed with diabetic
ketoacidosis and pneumonia. Throughout this tie, I realized the struggle of the families that could not get
an accurate update on their loved ones simply because they don’t understand English. This might have
been a sign or somewhat of a blessing in disguise because after I work on my BSN at Northern Arizona
University and hopefully pass the NCLEX, I will come back to my community to help those families that need
someone who can share compassion in their native language. This will be my “thank you” to my community
for believing in me and supporting me in every step of my career.
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Lizbeth Andrea Rubio
CIBOLA HIGH SCHOOL
YUMA, ARIZONA

PASS helped Lizbeth complete two courses early so she could take dual college credit her senior year.
-Anastasia Dawson, School Counselor

For as long as I can remember I have always wanted to go to a university and have a successful job. I have
had such great role models in my life including my older siblings and my parents. Knowing that both my
older siblings graduated from Arizona State University and how proud they made my parents feel keeps me
motivated. I still remember seeing my parent’s facial expressions when they saw my siblings walking the
line wearing their cap and gown ready to receive the diploma they had worked so hard for. I can’t wait to
have a huge smile across my face when I read my name Lisbeth Andrea Rubio on my diploma. I want to
feel like I have accomplished great things in life like how my siblings did so that is why I decided to take
PASS. The PASS courses that I took were both economics and government. I took these courses during my
junior year of high school when I had my regular six classes so I finished off my junior year with eight
courses completed. Reason being that I would be head of my classes for senior year nad not have to stress
as much because my goal was to take college courses during my last year of high school. I achieved my
goal and for my first semester of senior year I passed my two college courses with an A and am currently
on my last semester of senior year taking the next two courses hoping to pass both with an A as well.
Being ahead does not only benefit myself but also my parents. My father struggled to pay for my silbings
education however he made sacrifices and did everything he could to make sure his children had the
privilege to go to a university. That is why I want to help my father as much as I can so he does not
struggle once again. My career goal is to graduate with my Bachelor’s degree in a Business major to
become a successful businesswoman. Economics and government has really educated me into the
business aspect and has given me more knowledge over the topic.
No matter the career I decide to follow, I want to be able to provide for my family and give back to my
parents. My mother and father have both worked in agriculture for a huge part of their lives. My mother
wasn’t able to get an education because she was taken out of school in 8th grade by my grandparents and
was forced to work in the fields with my grandparents to provide food and money for her parents and seven
siblings. My father is just as hardworking and has worked in the fields since he was 18 years old and
continues to work in agriculture after 35 years. My father travels from Yuma, Arizona to Salinas, California.
For six months he works in Yuma and for the other six months he works in Salinas. Both my parents have
made huge sacrifices throughout the years and work nonstop to be able to have a roof over our head.
Raising five children, losing a daughter in a drowning accident, and becoming divorced parents was not easy
for both them and my siblings and I. My family and I have been through hardships but still manage to see
the positivity in life and strive to achieve what we set our mindsets to. I want to be the daughter that had
the privilege to attend college or a university without any worries financially. My parents have a lot on their
minds already and do not deserve to stress over my grades in school. That’s why I currently have a 3.89
GPA in high school with good attendance to prove that migrant students are just as smart and hardworking
as other students. Being a small town Mexican American girl from Yuma, Arizona, I have high hopes to
receive this scholarship and am proud of the accomplishments I’ve achieved and will continue to do.
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Alexis Villegas
STRAWBERRY CREST HIGH SCHOOL
DOVER, FLORIDA

This family harvests strawberries in Florida and migrates to Berlin, Wisconsin for the blueberry harvest. The PASS
program has helped Alexis tremendously and has given him the invaluable opportunity to make up credits that he has
needed. He has worked hard and is a wonderful example of how the PASS program can help a student with their studies
despite changing schools frequently through the years.
-Cecilia Griess, Migrant Advocate

The PASS program has helped me get credits for the classes that I needed to pass. I have taken History
and English through the PASS program. I worked on English in Florida and then when I moved to
Wisconsin and I was able to continue to work on it there. It was hard at first, but I was able to work on it
in Wisconsin in a study hall class and a Language Arts teacher helped me with my English PASS books. I
have been able to learn new things with the PASS program that I might not have when I was in English
class. I liked working on my History in the workbooks, because I was not able to get the Internet in
Wisconsin, so with the books, I could keep working on my history. The PASS books have helped me learn
more in History. I read the stories in the books and then answer the questions and this helps me focus on
my answers in the books. The PASS program will help my GPA improve.
After school, I plan on going to a chiropractic school and will hopefully one day become a Chiropractor. If
becoming a chiropractor doesn’t work out, I might be a mechanic or a welder and work with my brother and
maybe make our own business. Without the PASS program, I would not have these opportunities.
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Miguel Cambron-Lopez
Grandview High School
Grandview, Washington

PASS helped Miguel be more mindful of his academic responsibilities. It taught him not to procrastinate and complete
work in a timely manner. PASS helped him to get the guidance and support needed to catch up on his credits. He
managed to work, complete PASS requirements and help take care of his younger siblings. Miguel is part of the Migrant
Leadership Conference and is also a PAC student representative. He excelled in summer PASS while keeping a full-time
job.
- Joshua Barboza, Counselor

I have had some challenges. I am the oldest and I help take care of my siblings, because my parents work
long hard hours in the fields. My parents do not speak English and did not have a formal education. They
are not able to help us with our homework and this makes it tough on me. I help my younger brothers and
sisters with their homework. This year as we did virtual learning, I was able to go into Grandview High
School in a small cohort. This helped me not only academically, but emotionally.
The PASS Program helped me get back into being on track to graduate. The PASS packets made it easy for
me to work from home while working full-time to help support my family. The PASS Instructor was
understanding and allowed me time to come in after work to take exams.
I have a great support system. All my teachers at GHS have been great. All I have had to do is ask and
they are there to help and support me with questions/assignments/homework/technology issues. My
friends have helped me as well. We call/zoom/text each other when we have questions regarding a
class/assignments/homework. My parents are very supportive. Even though they work long hours, they are
always there to support me financially and emotionally. These people have made it possible for me to
succeed and want to achieve my goals and dreams.
My goals are: I want to graduate and make my parents proud. I plan on applying to Perry Technical
Institute in Yakima, WA or maybe go to a technical school in Denver, Colorado. I want to become a
car/truck Mechanic in hopes of one day owning my own shop. Being from a Migrant Family makes me
proud and makes me want to show others that anything is possible.
Please consider me for this wonderful honor.
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Guilebaldo Vasquez Robles
Grandview High School
Grandview, Washington

Guilebaldo attended PASS last summer. He was able to make great progress and received high scores. These credits
earned helped him with his high school credits. He is determined to graduate and pursue his dream of becoming a
mechanic.
-Joshua Barboza, Counselor

Challenges. I have been a Migrant all my life. I have moved from city to city, state to state. I have made
friends and left them behind as I move with my family in search of work. Coming to a new school, a new
town has been hard for me. I had to learn to adapt to the norms and culture of the school. I had to make
new friends and that is hard when you are considered the “new boy” in school. I have had to overcome the
challenges by believing in myself and wanting to graduate, so I can live a more stable and successful life.
There will always be challenges and barriers, we just must live life and continue dreaming of a better life
outside the fields. Missing my aunt, Uncles and cousins has been hard on me. I have a great Brother and
parents who are so supportive and there for me.
PASS helped me by allowing to catch up with my credits and offer the program in the summer. The PASS
teachers are very nice and understand the life of Migrant students.
Acknowledgement: My teachers: Mr. Barboza and Mrs. Gonzalez gave me the opportunity to attend. They
believed in me. They pushed me to work hard and complete exams. They stayed late at night so I could go
into school and take the exams. They provided me with materials, gave my family food, food vouchers,
computer tablet and were there if I needed anything. They always call me to check up on me and my
family. My Parents and Brother have been so supportive. My parents work long hours, almost everyday to
provide us with food and clothing. They have sacrificed so much, so we could have what we need to stay in
school and succeed. Seeing them come home late and tired makes me want to graduate and go to college
so I can help support them one day, by getting a good job.
Identify Goals: First of all, I want to graduate from high school. Secondly, I want to be a mechanic. I have
received information from Perry Tech, and I know this is where I want to go after graduation. It has a
great mechanic program. I plan on applying for scholarships to help me pay for college.

11

Osvin Coto Muñoz

Williston Middle High School
Williston, Florida

As his facilitating teacher, I can say that I have never had such a dedicated student with such laser focus on the prize.
He set his goal and achieved it. I nominate him for is tenacity and hard work.
-Laura RiTonia, Coordinator of Academic Programs

Please note: this was written about the student, not by the student
In March of 2019, the migrant tutor met with this student. She commented that the student was at high
risk of dropping out, was in the 11th grade, and very behind in credits. He also needed to work to help
support himself.
He was born in Guatemala. His grandparents raised him until October of 2017 when he moved to Levy
County to live with his father, who had not been in his life much up to this time. He needed money but he
also wanted to go to school to learn the language. In January 2019, Osvin enrolled at Williston High as a
ninth grader, but because of his late enrollment, he was not able to receive first semester grades.
Osvin found work at a tree farm while attending school. When off from work he stayed at the nursery, in
the neighboring county, so that he could work full time. The nursery owner, Steve, took a liking to him and
supported him in his English learning and studies even offering use of the office, internet and computer.
On April 1st, 2020, he began a PASS Biology B course to earn missing credits. He received tutorial support
from MEP for the PASS course. He earned a 90% on is PASS course. He found the PASS textbook format
very helpful. He is also very articulate in his own language and, at times, wanted to embellish on essay
questions and responded in Spanish. He greatly appreciated the ESOL accommodations he received when
answering some of these questions. Completing his PASS course, helped him gain the confidence and
reinforced his commitment to continue with the goal of earning a high school diploma. By this time, he had
taken on another challenge; he was learning to be an equine exercise jockey. We discussed the importance
of graduating and his dream of someday becoming an architect. His perseverance and dedication to
anything that he put his mind to was impressive. A tough summer schedule was set in order for him to
meet these goals. He woke at dawn; he would ride horses until 8:00am. Then it was off to the nursery for
6 hours. Amazingly, he would be online by 2:00 pm daily and work some days until 6:00pm with the MEP
tutor. His perseverance and dedication were amazing. At one point, his schedule included a PASS
Environmental Science along with three Edgenuity courses. He never complained and only once had to
cancel the tutoring appointment. He worked late into the night and called with questions. On June 22,
2020, his graduation coach sent us a text with the news that he had completed all of his graduation
requirements and his diploma had been ordered! This young and tenacious youth had successfully
completed two PASS courses and three Edgenuity courses on his winning ride to the finish line!
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National PASS would like to take this opportunity to recognize the
students on the following pages. Although they were not considered
for the scholarship due to the limitation on state entries, the NPC
believes their stories are important to share.

Jackeline Gutierrez Villa
Wahluke High School
Mattawa, Washington

Jackeline’s entire family moves during the summer and school year to follow agricultural work. She works hard every
year in meeting all requirements and helping her family out. She works extremely hard every summer in the fields while
also attending summer school. PASS helped Jackeline meet a graduation requirement in order to be on track to
graduate.
-Liliana Barajas, Migrant Education Specialist

In high school, I have struggled a lot with the changes of leaving middle school and starting high school.
I did not know what to expect. Everything is so different. There is a lot more to be done. There is more
to be focused on for future goals. There is also much to pay attention to, so many mistakes and
experiences to learn from.
My first year as a freshman was difficult. As a person who is anti-social, I had to adjust to a lot of changes.
I had so much more responsibilities. I remember struggling to pass some classes and still dealing with
personal insecurities. I didn’t put as much time and effort as I should have that year. This meant that I had
a lot to catch up on in my sophomore year. This also meant so much more work and less time for me. I
used the PASS packets to make up that work that I had failed to complete before. I had days where I just
thought to myself, “ I should have been more responsible.” I learned a lot. I would be sitting there
working on m packets in silence. One thing that I loved about this was that I chose when to do my work. I
understood the material and got it done, I felt great. As time passed, I started socializing more and making
more friends who had the same struggles as me. I started working as well, I learned to value things a lot
more this way including my family, friends, time and money. I am glad to have had the opportunity to be
able to do this and continue my education.
Now, I am 17 and a junior. I am currently enrolled in Cb-Tech in Moses Lake where I have met so much
more people around the area. I love this program. I love seeing how much I have grown. I love seeing the
people around me grow as well. I am excited to see what the future holds for me. I am looking forward to
all the growth I have left to do and experiences to come.
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Adrian Ortega

Cibola High School
Yuma, Arizona
Adrian had the opportunity to learn Geometry on his own that is more valuable and it helped him to complete his credits
on time and manage his time. Adrian requested that his picture not be included.
-Guadalupe Navarro Cortes, Migrant Advisor

My name is Adrian Ortega. I am a senior at Cibola High School and after graduation, I plan on attending
Arizona Western College (AWC). During my time at AWC I am going to take the classes I need to transfer
to a university and complete a Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science. Once I finish my education I plan to
become a network security engineer. Once I am a professional I would like to create software that will
protect private information. My dream job would be working for the federal government as a software
engineer.
As a sophomore in high school, I decided to take a dual credit class at AWC which would then count as a
grade for my math class in high school. I was very excited to take this class at the college but I was unable
to successfully complete the course. Because I did not pass the course at AWC, I did not receive credit for
my math class in high school. That then left me missing credits or my sophomore year. When I spoke to
the migrant program liaison about my missing credits she informed me that I could do a PASS packet to
recover my missing math credit. The PASS program not only helped me obtain my missing credits but it
allowed me to learn at my own pace. Being a son of a migrant family makes it very difficult for me to seek
the help of my parents. Because the PASS program allowed me to recover my missing credits I will be able
to graduate with my class and go on to college. Going to college has always been my dream and the
dreams of my parents and because of this program, I will make my dreams and the dreams of my parents
come true.
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Anna Guylene Rafaela Mondes
Kofa High School
Yuma, Arizona

The PASS program helped Anna to get ahead on her credits to be able to work on other classes on her senior year.
-Leticia Pereda, Migrant Advisor

My name is Anna Mondes, I am 16 years old and currently doing my Junior year at Kofa High School. I plan
to graduate in May 2022. Both of my parents are immigrants, my mom is from Mexico and my dad is from
Haiti. They both taught me at an early age that education is very important and should be my top priority.
Education is very important to my parents because they believe that having knowledge is power and they
would love for me to have a different life than them and have the opportunity to attend college. I’ve seen
their struggles, especially my moms. I really took this into accountability and decided at a young age that I
will do anything in my power to make sure I succeed in my goals: educationally and personally.
My parents divorced when I was only in kindergarten, so ever since it was my mom raising 3 kids by herself,
that’s when she started working in the fields making sure she could provide for us. Even though my dad
was still in my life he did not have to deal with the stress that my mom did. Having to wake up everyday
at 4am, doing hard labor, just to get paid 12 dollars an hour. That’s why I admire my mom so much, there
was never a day where you would think she was having a bad day, because she always found the positives
in a negative situation.
After I graduate from Kofa High School, I plan on attending Arizona State University to become an OB-GYN.
Ever since I was in middle school I was always so interested in the female reproductive system, I would
watch TV shows about what it’s like working in labor and delivery. It wasn’t until my freshman year at Kofa
High School that I took the Medical Assisting class, right then and there I knew that I wanted to become
and OB-GYN. What draws me to this career the most is knowing that I will contribute in an amazing
moment, helping women safely deliver their baby. I know becoming a Doctor is hard; it takes a lot of
dedication and hard work.
I am so grateful for the migrant program who gave me the chance to take the PASS packet, I took the
Government and Economy packet. Thanks to this I am looking forward to my Senior year, and hoping I can
enjoy it while having three classes. This gives me more time to get my volunteer work down and get a part
time job to save up money for college.
PASS helped me learn how to manage my time, become more organized and independent. It also helped
me develop new skills such as critical thinking, flexibility, and research skills. Thanks to PASS I developed a
new hobby for wanting to learn and educate myself on certain subjects, to research and form my own
opinion. I will always be grateful that there are organizations such as the migrant program and PASS, who
really help students develop new skills, and help them achieve their goals.
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Ashley Norzagaray
Kofa High School
Yuma, Arizona

Ashley will have more time to focus on her senior year with AP classes because the PASS program helped her to get
ahead with credits. She is planning to work next year to help her mother support her siblings.
-Leticia Pereda, Migrant Advisor

I have learned a lot from everything that has happened to me so far. During my freshman year, I had an
incident that for a while, had me in a very bad place. I wouldn’t eat, wouldn’t go out of my room, and
spent most of my time sleeping or crying. When I enrolled into Kofa High School I began to realize that I
did not want to let that incident ruin my chances of having the future that I wanted. The migrant advisor at
the school helped me start with the PASS program which has helped me get ahead with my credits. I
finished the Government packet and I am almost finished with the Economics packet. These are classes
that I would have taken next year during my senior year but because of the PASS program I will be able to
take classes at the college, have more time to take care of my younger siblings, and even pick up more
shifts at my job to help my mom out.
Growing up I have realized and experienced first hand how much women are abused in different ways and
how they almost never get help. This has driven me towards a career in the justice system. I would also
like to open up a transitional home or simply just a place where all these women can go and get help.
Another career goal that I have is to minor in dance education because I have been dancing since I was a
little girl and it has always been a passion of mine. I don’t just want to make a difference in the word, I
want to be that difference and I will try my best to do so.
Without the PASS program or the support of my mom, I would probably be doing my absolute worst at
school. Thankfully, I have been able to stay on top of everything and I’m so proud of how far I’ve come.
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Isabela Zavala

Yuma High School
Yuma, Arizona

Isabela is a very dedicated, motivated and hardworking student since moving here from Chelan, Washington. She always
tries her best at school and volunteers at the local hospital. PASS helped Isabela to get ahead in her senior classes. She
uses that time to get a part-time job that will help her get closer to her career goals.
-Maria Quintana, Migrant Advisor

My educational and career goals have constantly changed throughout my high school career in terms of
majors and the career I’d wish to pursue afterward. Although, one thing has remained constant throughout
the whole debate of it all. My determination and interest have remained through it all. After exploring a
variety of majors, I believe that I have found my major. As my end goal, I plan to work in a medical
setting, primary as a doctor in emergency medicine. I would like to work in the business aspect of a
hospital such as Human Resources.
After graduating this spring, I will be attending my local community college, Arizona Western College, and
work towards my general education credits and other classes required in my degrees. Additionally, during
this time, earning an associate degree in Spanish, or completing certification in a medical-related course is
my plan.
The leading to transferring to the University of Arizona and graduating with two bachelor’s degrees in
Neuroscience and Cognitive Science: Computation Emphasis and Finance. Because Math and science are
my favored subjects, this led to always having a fascination in science- involved major such as engineering,
physics, and genetics. All the forms of science layered captured and brought me into a complexly binging to
learn. Mathematics is usually related and applied to science just like English is to social studies. The way I
viewed math was not only within sciences but in the business aspect, specifically finance and economics. It
creates a huge factor into the studies and decisions of these that it is impossible to say that they don’t fit
together like puzzle pieces. It is related to math and contribution to decisions involving politics and the
world are of great intrigue, especially in our current political climate.
I remember the first government unit through the PASS program, not knowing what to expect as a student
since it was self-motivated and taught in a form. It sounded frightening but achievable if you are willing to
put the work in.
The reading, highlighting, and lesson questions made the lessons easy and accessible. Although I started
the course in the summer, in the fall, I started volunteering in a hospital to gain experience involving the
medical field. A lot of those times, I would work on the unit booklets in my free time. Every single unit
together not only helped earn my credit towards my diploma but also taught me information that I can
recall back and apply to many situations today. From how the government works, it is history and
formation are vital to creating a stand in the political climate today. I believe that the PASS program gave
me an unforgivable learning experience by bringing my learning to the next level of understanding,
application, and adjustability along with new habits of self-motivation.
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Monzerrath Vega
Kofa High School
Yuma, Arizona

Monzerrath is a Senior and she’s had more time to focus on applying to colleges and for scholarships because the PASS
program helped her to complete her credits ahead of time. Working on PASS taught her to learn about time
management. .
-Leticia Pereda, Migrant Advisor

Since I was a child I always dreamt of being a teacher, there was no other career that interested me like
teaching. Ever since kindergarten I would play as a teacher during recess with my friends. As I grew older
my passion for teaching continued growing. In fact, I would say it evolved a bit because I had even
thought of becoming a Professor.
I was very fortunate to have great teachers growing up who inspired and guided me to a great path. Most
of which have been my Elementary teachers. My first-grade teacher Mrs. Perea was the one who made me
gain a liking for reading. Ever since, I’ve been reading anything and everything. It’s for that reason I want
to be an English teacher. My third-grade teacher Ms. Espinoza and fourth grade teacher Mr. Rios were
definitely the main inspirations to me wanting to seriously pursue teaching. Their enthusiasm and energy
when teaching was so motivating. It’s because of those great teachers that I say I learned many skills that
contribute to my goals and career. I am planning to attend Arizona State University. I learned to
communicate my thoughts in order to get my points across and present my ideas. I know it will be very
beneficially for me in the University to contribute in teamwork and leadership abilities.
One of my biggest goals had always been to learn how to properly study and I found the PASS program to
be helpful in this way given the fact that you are working on your own and you become your own teacher.
I initially decided to do the program to get my Government and Economics credit quicker. This decision was
also influenced by my older brother who had done the program prior to me. However, I find it easier and
quicker to work on my own and it makes time management so much more efficient. It also set up a simple
schedule for my Senior year which was nice especially during this time of online learning. I was able to
focus on my AP classes this school year and apply to Universities and Scholarships. I am Very thankful to
the PASS program for this opportunity.

18

National PASS Center
Fort Scott Community College
2108 S. Horton
Fort Scott, Kansas 66701
800-874-3722
NPCFSCC@fortscott.edu
www.npcpass.org

Janet Fancher, Director
Janet Reynolds, Coordinator

